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The rural communities where soybeans are raised 
are far different from cities in ways that outsiders 
might not notice on a short visit.  Farm towns are 
places where people stay connected for a lifetime.  

We live where time-honored values are the heart of 
relationships with neighbors and business associates 
who we’ve probably known since they were school 
mates. Those life-long relationships make ideas like 
honesty, integrity and doing what you promise vitally 
important.

Whether we’re buying supplies at the farm store, 
meeting friends for morning coffee, joining neighbors 
at Sunday services or delivering soybeans to the 
elevator, American farmers have strong personal 
values that will never be compromised. 

When U.S. farmers do business in our community or 
across the globe those values are part of the deal.
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On Bradshaw Farms, the soybean crop we raise is 
America’s leading agricultural export.  Our productivity 
enriches our communities with our local spending and 
leads to a harvest we can share with the world.  

The average U.S. soybean yield is 42.7 bushels per 
acre, up 32.6 percent since 1990.  On average each 
acre of soybeans raised by Midwestern producers 
means hundreds of dollars spent in local goods 
and services.  America’s farmers raised 86.7 million 
metric tons of soybeans in 2006 worth about $20 
billion.  Nearly 37 million metric tons of soybeans were 
exported in the form of whole beans, meal, oil and  
other products.

But U.S. soybean farmers know our global customers 
are no longer looking for yield alone.  While production 
volume is still vital, today’s U.S. soybean industry is 
delivering identity-preserved soybeans with special 
nutritional qualities, or value-added traits such as high 
oil or protein content.  Whether our domestic or global 
customers seek commodity beans for feed or fuel, or 
food grade beans, count on U.S. farmers to deliver a 
high-quality product.
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